Oklahoma Public Health Association
Health Education Section
Resolution on Restoring Local Rights to Adopt Evidence-Based Tobacco Prevention Policies 
WHEREAS, tobacco use is Oklahoma’s leading preventable cause of death and disease, killing more Oklahomans than alcohol, auto accidents, AIDS, suicides, murders and illegal drugs combined; (i) and 
WHEREAS, smoking is a major contributor to Oklahoma’s top four causes of death – cardiovascular disease, cancer, stroke and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; (ii) and 
WHEREAS, tobacco use costs Oklahomans an estimated $2.7 billion in medical expenses and lost productivity each year; (iii) and

WHEREAS, cigarette marketing expenditures have almost doubled since the 1998 state tobacco settlement agreement, and an estimated $213 million per year is spent by tobacco companies to market and promote tobacco use among Oklahomans; (iv)and

WHEREAS, the tobacco industry continues to market its products to youth and is now engaged in highly aggressive efforts to addict new, “replacement smokers” in Oklahoma through use of free samples and other giveaways targeting young adults; (iv, v) and 
WHEREAS, at the behest of the tobacco industry, Oklahoma state law enacted in 1994 prohibited any municipality from adopting any tobacco-related ordinances stronger than state law; (vi) and

WHEREAS, Tennessee and Oklahoma are the only two states in the nation with this highly restrictive “preemption” of local action on tobacco; (vii) and 

WHEREAS, restoring local rights to adopt evidence-based tobacco prevention policies would increase the effectiveness of Oklahoma state laws; (viii) and

WHEREAS, the Oklahoma Health Improvement Plan – developed by authorization of the Oklahoma State Legislature through Senate Joint Resolution 41 – recommends that Oklahoma must do much more in terms of policy efforts to reduce tobacco use in order to transform Oklahoma’s abysmal health status to that of a healthy state; (ix) and 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The Oklahoma Public Health Association strongly recommends that the Oklahoma State Legislature restore local rights to adopt evidence-based tobacco prevention policies, as recommended by the Oklahoma Health Improvement Plan.
References:
1. "State-Specific Smoking-Attributable Mortality and Years of Potential Life Lost – United States, 2000-2004," (MMWR) 58(2), January 22, 2009. U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
2. Oklahoma State Plan for Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation, Oklahoma State Department of Heath, April 2009
3. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Data Highlights 2006  [and underlying CDC data/estimates; CDC's STATE System average annual smoking attributable productivity losses from 1997-2001 (1999 estimates updated to 2004 dollars)
4. U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC), Cigarette Report for 2006 and Federal Trade Commission Smokeless Tobacco Report 2006 (released 2009). State total a prorated estimate based on cigarette pack sales in state.
5. Final Opinion, U.S. vs. Philip Morris, et al., August 17, 2006
6. Philip Morris Companies Inc. Inter-Office Correspondence to Geoffrey C. Bible, July 8, 1997. Bates #2073952671
7. CDC, State Tobacco Activities Tracking & Evaluation System; States Preemption Summary, updated December 31, 2009 
8. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Reducing Tobacco Use: A Report of the Surgeon General, 2000
9. Oklahoma Health Improvement Plan, A Comprehensive Plan to Improve the Health of All Oklahomans, 2010 - 2014

